
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

19th December 2018  #hillstoneps www.hillstone.org.uk  

RM 99 

RA 90..2 

1K 98 

1L 92 

2C 97.3 

2N 93.2 

3B 96.4 

3T 97.1 

4A 94.6 

4T 97.3 

5B 96.2 

5K 96.3 

6B 94.4 

6W 89..3 

TOTAL 95..2 

Hillstone Stars  

Lily Hinton         Henley Burkett 

Shay Hall              Frankie Weir 

Lubabah Ali            Ava Winters 

Joshua Leech        Kenzie Busby 

Alysia Rob       Scarlett Pearson 

Millie Wade            Sophia Wall             

Daniel Green        Amin Hawadle 

Amelie Hemming-Earp 

Gracie Mae Floyd 

Keelan Kesterton     

We are  very proud to once more be supporting the Crisis at 

Christmas charity. Over 70 guests are expected at         

Colebourne Primary for Christmas Day. Some have been 

sleeping on the street and some in night shelters or hostels.  

We will lend the charity our two minibuses for the day so 

that they can collect people and take the to Colebourne. Our 

children are keen to help support those less fortunate than          

themselves. There is a wish list at the end of 

this newsletter of items that would be useful.   

Parking  

Thank you; parents seem to be  

being much more considerate now 

when they are picking up children 

from school. Alan has been out 

every night and gradually managed 

to dissuade people from parking 

on the grass verges or the street 

corners. This is mainly for safety 

reasons for all our children, but it 

is also about showing some      

consideration to our neighbours.  

Alan has had to face some        

aggression from people parking 

inappropriately, but I think most 

people realise that Alan is just 

doing his job in trying to keep our 

community as safe as possible.  
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 School Meals Week  

During school meals week, we hosted a visit from the leader of the Birmingham City Council, Ian Ward 

and the councillor responsible for education and culture, Jayne Francis. They were most impressed with 

our food offer and the atmosphere in the dining room. Our media crew made a super film of the event 

which you will be able to view shortly on the web site. Also, during school meals week, Chef was given the 

opportunity to work for a day at Purnell’s, the Michelin starred res-

taurant in Birmingham. I was really worried that we may lose him 

but he was back on the Monday brimming with new ideas to  culti-

vate further links with the restaurant.    

Thank you to Mr Farr and the choir for a very moving        

remembrance service. We were honoured to be joined by    

Reverend Clucas and army veteran. Mr Birnie played the Last 

Post. The children were very respectful during the 2 minute  

silence and I was very proud of them. We raised £275.36 for 

the Poppy appeal.  

The Arts at Hillstone  

Hillstone has a very strong reputation for 

the arts and as such we were asked to host a 

visit by the Arts Council England, who    

wanted to hear our views on the advantages 

and difficulties of the arts within the      

curriculum. We hold a platinum arts mark, 

but it has always been important to us that 

the arts support the rest of the curriculum 

and are not seen as add on events. We will be 

working with the National Theatre over the 

course of the year and the first two        

productions have been a tremendous success,   

Firstly, Year 5 performed Hercules and 

Phoebe, a play which supported their work on 

Ancient Greece. The children performed this 

in the round and it was clear that the    

techniques they had learnt from working 

with the National Theatre was going to make 

this a very high quality production. The hall 

was packed out in the evening with so many 

parents in attendance. It made such a great 

atmosphere—Thank you! 

Swift on the heels of that success, Year 2         

performed the National Theatre production 

of Operation Christmas. Once again, the 

standard of singing and acting was superb.  

  School Uniform  

 

 

 

A short reminder about sending children in with coats, 

jumpers and gloves on these cold days, even if they 

have come in the car, they will need to wrap up at    

playtimes.   

I am reluctant to ‘ban’ items but I am going to ask that 

some restraint is shown with headbands.  I go into    

classes and see unicorns, and cats and all manner of 

headwear. Please do not use these in the new year but 

stick to a discreet headband, bow or slide in school   

colours.  
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Children in Need  

Thank you to all the children 

who wore spots for children in 

need and raised over £550 

lLondon  

During our annual Y5 trip to 

London, we visited the 

House of Parliament, a boat 

trip on the River Thames 

and the London Eye. The 

children participated in a 

workshop about how laws are 

made and showed an         

excellent understanding of           

democracy and the workings 

of parl iament. Their           

behaviour was exemplary 

throughout the day.  

Gardening Club at Packwood House  

We were so delighted to be asked by the      

National Trust to help them as they try 

to restore an ancient forest at Packwood 

House. Gardening club spent the           

afternoon planting bluebells with them.   

Visits to places of Worship   

We have started a programme of visits to       

different places of worship and I am so pleased 

that the vast majority of you support this and 

see the benefits. It certainly is not about any 

kind of indoctrination; but an opportunity to find 

out about the lives and believes of people of   

different faiths. All of the venues have been   

extremely welcoming and our children have      

responded with  respect and interest. I believe 

that in finding out about different cultures and 

faiths that we can help to eradicate racism and 

bigotry in society. It is fascinating to learn what 

is similar across religions and what is different.   

This is Y2 at the beautiful synagogue in town.   



 

Sport  

Over this half term, we have had the privilege of a 

team GB athlete working with our children. Jazz has 

been running workshops in which our children get to 

practice some of the drills and skills that Jazz has learnt over the years, training to become a 

sprinter. Jazz has also been giving advice to our children on how to manage aspirations and how 

to make the most of their talents. Jazz has been very complimentary of our school and children. 

She has mentioned how she always look forward to coming to our school and that the behaviour 

and attitude of our children is exceptional.  

Indoor Athletics 

On Wednesday 21st November, 29 children took part in an indoor athletics event. Out of 17 

schools, we finished in 1st place and now represent our area next year in the all Birmingham     

finals 

Football Team  

Our boys football team participated in the ESPFSA cup finals on Wednesday 28th November. 

We had qualified for these finals in a convincing manner prior to this. We made it to the         

semi-finals, where we lost on sudden death penalties.   

Alternative Athletics  

On Friday 7th December, twelve children represented our indoor athletics team at Billesley     

Indoor tennis Centre. We came first overall and now represent our area in the Birmingham Finals 

next year.   

Dance  

At the recent dance competition, as part of the School Games competition, we took first place.  

Our dance team now go on to represent our area in the All Birmingham Finals next year. This will 

take place at the Hippodrome theatre.  

 Inter-house competitions 

This year we aim to give every child in KS2 the opportunity to compete in a sporting event.  

House teams will compete against each other in a competition every half term. A league table will 

be available on our sports website to see the positions of each house team. This term, children 

were selected to take part in Boccia and Dodgeball. If you wish to see the results of these 

events, please visit the sports website www.hillstone.org.ul/themes/sports 

School Games Finals  

We have made it through to the All Birmingham Finals for; basketball, SEND football, indoor         

athletics, alternative athletics and dance.  

The reputation of our choir continues to grow and we were proud to 

be asked to attend the switching on of the Christmas lights at     

Birmingham Airport. Thanks to all the parents who braved the cold 

to come along and sing with us.   
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Birmingham  Cantata 

 

 

 

 

Proud to be A Brummie  

Y4 have just finished their “Proud to be 

a Brummie” topic.  I think it is really    

important that children know about their 

home town. As part of their topic, they 

visited Birmingham and this year they 

have been working with an actor from the 

Birmingham Rep Theatre. We were lucky 

enough to be given free tickets to see 

the Wizard of OZ and then the children 

performed a 10-minute version of the 

Birmingham Cantata, which tells the    

history of Birmingham  

Working with the Architects 

As part of this topic, both year 4 

classes worked with architects 

from the Royal Institute of          

Architects.  The workshops saw 

them gain an understanding of   

classical and contemporary           

architecture as well as designing 

their own homes for the future.   

Choir   

The ever busy Mr Farr and choir did a whistle stop 

tour of local care homes and gave several performanc-

es to very appreciative audiences of elderly residents.  

On the next page is a          

selection of photos from our 

nativity performances.  I’d 

like to wish you 

all a very merry 

Christmas.   

Thank you to our brilliant hard 

working PTA! They raised 

£900  at the Christmas Fair. 

This will go toward much 

needed funds to buy        

equipment for your children.   
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