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Congratulation to two of our
dads, Chris Beebee and
Toby Blackman, who cycled
along the tow paths from
Birmingham to Liverpool to
raise money for two
charities SANDS, which is a
still birth charity) and
MIND for mental health
awareness.
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On hot days, the ice cream van can be found parked at the
school gate and the children will often persuade you to buy
them an ice cream.
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Huge thank you to

Our year 3 children made
healthy nutritious snacks
for their journey as part of
their healthy eating topic.
Chris rounded off the
weekend by performing at
the Cavern Club in Liverpool.

for their wonderful
donation of plants

WOW!
Great attendance
Hillstone
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Why is Ms
Hepburn so
happy?

Our PTA has decided to sell our own school compliant iced
products, at a fraction of the price that the ice –cream van
will sell them for. As they meet school
nutritional standards
they will not be bad for our children’s health
but will provide them with a healthy refreshing alternative. And these should save you
some money too.

Sports at Hilstone
On Tuesday 15th May, our boys football team played a league fixture vs
St Bernadette's. In a thrilling encounter, we ended up winning the game
5-3. Well done to Jahkadi Matthews in 4D who was named our Man of
the Match.
We hosted an exciting rounders' match against Lea Forrest earlier this
week, losing by just one rounder. We are already through to the all–
Birmingham finals though for bocia, kurling, handball and tennis.
The Birmingham Primary Athletics this year will take place at Tipton
Stadium on Wednesday 11th July. We will be taking a team of about 25
juniors. We will hire a coach to take us there and if your child is selected
you are welcome to join us for the event.

CCTV

National Tests

We have recently suffered a number of break-ins
and attempted break-ins. Fortunately, they were
unable to take much of value, but it did leave us
with repair bills. This is tax payer’s money, designed for your children’s education. As a result of
these break-ins, we have invested in a much improved security system around school. This includes
extremely sharp CCTV and improved lighting. We
will not hesitate to prosecute for any damage done
or property taken from our property.

Our year 2 and year 6 children have been
taking part in national Standard Attainment
Tests. We know how hard they have been
working and are very proud of them. Go to
our web site to see how relieved they were
when they were all over.

Video Games
As I have previously mentioned, I do feel for young
parents in this digital age and how difficult it must
be to manage their children’s behaviour on
computers, consoles and phones. We often see the
effects of children’s action in the playground. The
latest to concern me is a video game called
“Fortnite”. This is actually a 12+ game, yet it is
apparent that children have watched it and are
emulating battles in the playground, as they are
trying to have fighting games with a ‘last man
standing’ element. I know you will not want to send
your child to a school where fighting is accepted in
any form; please help us by monitoring and talking
to your children about the content of their digital
entertainment.
Nursery grounds

I have always believed in our children having
not only an excellent academic education, but
having the ability to experience a much broader
education too. That is why we are so passionate
about the arts and sports. I also think it is
important that they have an understanding and
practical opportunities to learn about cooking
and the environment. With chef’s help, we have
now instigated a super lesson into our timetable
on a Friday afternoon during assembly time.
Classes, on a rota basis, will have the
opportunity for half the class to have a cookery
lesson with chef whilst half the class tends our
allotment. There is so much learning that can
happen in both of these lessons!
MUSIC FOR A SUMMER’S EVENING
Tuesday 19th June
6pm —8pm

A plea from nursery: older children are going into
the nursery grounds before and after school and
playing and often damaging or disrupting equipment
set up for our nursery children’s learning. Please
supervise your older children whilst picking up or
collecting nursery pupils.
Royal Wedding

We had a
celebrating
Wedding.

Cookery /Gardening

lovely day
the
Royal

Thank you to all the children
who dressed in red, white
and blue or who wore their
smart wedding outfits.
Kindergarten invited parents
to a special tea, which was
also lovely to see.

Come and see the extraordinary
talent of Hillstone’s musicians
and dancers.

Dear Parents,
It seems to me that we appear to be living in a much angrier age. There may be
times when, as parents you are unhappy about something that has happened.
The best way to address this is to come and have a conversation with me. It has
become more and more frequent in recent years that Hillstone staff are subjected
to aggression and abusive behaviour. This is obviously committed by a very small
minority, but the effect that it has on my staff is distressing. Hillstone staff are
extremely hard working; they are absolutely committed to your children and do
their utmost to meet our values of “inspiring, caring and educating” to the
highest possible standards”. Teachers work until late at night and spend their
weekends marking work and planning lessons. All staff are committed to
offering wider opportunities to children and putting on community events and
even taking children on residential visits, which takes them away from their
own families .
It is not just my staff of which I feel protective: It is never acceptable to be abusive
or to swear at other parents in our playground. I have always wanted Hillstone
school to be at the heart of the community; a place where it feels enjoyable to
come in to and to appreciate our lovely grounds and the facilities we can offer.
It cannot be allowed to turn into a place that feels unsafe because a few adults
think it is ok to behave in such a manner. What kind of example are we setting
our children if they witness that kind of behaviour?
Furthermore, I have made comments in this newsletter and previously, regarding Facebook. I know that comments and unsubstantiated allegations are
made on social media. This is very unfair on my staff, as we have no right of
reply. I would repeat, always come and talk to us about any issue that you are
concerned about.
I would like to thank those parents who go out of their way to tell us they are
pleased with the job we are doing and that are grateful for the extra work and
effort made by Hillstone staff. It really gives us a boost.
I hope you all have a great half term. See you back again on Monday 4th June
for a jam-packed last term of the academic year.
Gill Sparrow

