At Natiohal Online Safety, We belleve In empowerig pdrants, carers aid trusted adults with the Information to hold an infdrmed conversation abalt online safety with thelr children, should they
feelitls neaded. This guide focuses on one app'of many which we believe trusted adults should be aware of, Pledse visit www.ndtionalonlinesafety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

snapchat is a photo- andivideo=sharing app which alsolallows users to chat with friends via text or audio.
Users can share images and videos with specific friends, or'through a ‘story’ (documenting the previous
24 hours) visible to their.entire friend list. Snapchat usage rose during the pandemic, with many young
people utilising it to.connect with their peers. The app continues to develop features to engage an even
larger audience,and emulate current trends, rivalling platforms such as TikTok and Instagram.

CONNECTING - SEXTING

| WITH STRANGERS @ LAV . Sexting continues to be a risk

; and trending articles that often #

associated with Snapchat. The app’s
‘disappearing messages’ featur
makes it easy for young people ?teens
in particular) to share explicit images

¥ on impulse. While these pictures do
disappear - and the sender is notified
if it has been screenshotted first -

| users have found alternative methods
to save images, such as taking
pictures with a separate device.

Even if your child only connects on
the app with people they know, they
may still receive friend requests from
strangers. Snapchat’s links with apps
such as Wink and Hoor: have
increased this possibility. Accepting
a request means that children are
then disclosing personal information
through the Story, SnapMap and
Spotlight features. This could allow
predators to gain their trust for

sinister purposes. ."".' i E I y DAMAGE TO CONFIDENCE

o

HCESSNE- USE \ J . - ; - Snapchat's filters and lenses =

are a popular way for users to
enhance their ‘selfie game’. +
A Although many are designed to
are attractive to users and B cntertain or amuse, the "beautify”

keep them excited about the — ‘ : . filters on photos can set unrealistic
app. Snap streaks encourage \ - N Lod

] ?!Ima e expectations and create
users to send snaps daily, feelings of inadequacy. Comparing
5P°t“%ht Challenges give g . themselves unfavourdbly against
users fo the chance to obtain B other Snapchat users could

money and online fame, and the § threaten a child’s confidence

Spotlight feature’s scroll of or sense of self-worth.
videos makes it easy for children e

to spend hours watching content.

I ‘ | Qenctih : VISIBLE LOCATION
'NAPPROPR'ATE CONTENT I i My Places lets users check in

A and search for popular spots
Some videos and posts on Snapchat . R 4 nearby - such as restaurants,
are not suitable for children. The : ) ] parks or shopping centres —
hashtags used to group content are \ Ly and recommend them to their
determined by the poster, so an friends. The potential issue with
innocent search term could still yield R a young person consistently
uge—inupf:ropriute results. The app's - ) checking into locations on
Discover function lets users swipe . 1 \ Snapchat is that it allows other users

There are many features that

. through snippets of news stories 6% . " 8 in their friends list (even people they

] | have only ever met online) to see
include adult content. There & \ _ : i where they currently are and where
is currently no way to turn P2 Ve o i they regularly go.
off this feature. y |
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TALK ABOUT SEXTING .

The Quick Add function helps people Snapchat has recently announced that it
find each other on the app. This is rolling out a new safety feature: users

function works based on mutual will receive notifications reminding them of the \ /
friends or whether someone’s number | importance of maintaining connections wit¥aopla

is in your child’s contacts list. Explain to your they actually know well, as op| { ngers
child that this feature could potentially make This ‘Friend Check Up* encourages usersto e

their profile visible to strangers. We recommend § connections with users rlmy rarely comm @ phasise
that your child turns off Quick Add, which can be 8 with, to maintain their online safety and privacy. should never feel pressured into sexting
done in the settings (accessed via the cog icon). ey receive uny ed images

d aig away

make them public to gai

Talk to your child about what is and !

e fol ;

; child can send Snaps directly to friends, but Stories
Egnﬁﬁj::tt::qﬁ:"ﬁ ﬂ-rn‘usn:spgpw LAgg, S are visible avery_gne they have added, unless they
display dgnl fluld:altehde Tls iike their scl-nt??l f;'c%r; oantlg'e l:lﬁ;;‘%zlgst:?gh?; i‘%u Mﬂ%ﬁégﬂh (again
g:":;"‘t ULt "{ ote hgtt"r“‘l’“:“m“h '“?tis via settings). it's prudent to emphasise the importance

ing, tne red Ul'dUSg‘ c I?h oL ﬁ"e of not ad people lhor don’‘t know in real life. This is
bttt bl T o AR 'g;“;, Vi’l particularly important with the addition of My Places,
ke HicTokes: e wital that vour chily Tehallenge § which allows other Snapchatters to see the places your
:I t° d! ths ¥ ‘: tfltl el foil child regularly visits and checks in: strangers, bullles
gsn:;s ::n:ea :f'::k?r? Quhqg"t'pe‘;' challenges, | @nd groomers could use this information to engage in
q gp ges. B conversation and arrange to meet in person.

CHAT ABOUT CONTENT i~ Profiles are private by de S BE READY TO BLOCK AND REPORT
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