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Car Free Streets

Christmas Activities
We had a lovely week last week in spite of
the challenging circumstances. Thank you
to the play-workers who organised ‘Big
Games’ for all of the classes. Thank you to
Chef who prepared the most magnificent
Christmas Dinner and to all the staff who
made the parties such fun. Especially,
thank you to Father Christmas, who
managed to visit us and bring a present to
all our classrooms. It was very well
deserved - how good have our children
been this year, coping with restrictions without moaning and
making the best of the situation, being kind to each other and
working so hard to catch up with learning. Real Hillstone spirit!
We were unable to perform a staff panto this year, but we have
released on the web site, under ‘special events’, the staff panto,
Aladdin, from last year. I feel I must put this in context for you;
Our annual staff panto, which the children adore every year, is
written by Mr King and we have a quick run through the night
before (rehearsal would be too grand a word!). It’s about two
and half hours long, so you may just want to dip into parts of it,
if at all. One of the best bits from last year’s panto was the
comedy policeman song ”If I was not in Hillstone School”. That is
definitely worth a look. That particular section is around 1 hour
and 51 minutes in!
https://www.hillstone.org.uk/wp/special-event/
We are also releasing the virtual nativity at 9.00 on Wednesday
morning to the virtual school. Children will watch it in school, but
you may wish to watch it again or let grandparents know so that
they can watch it at home.
Children’s University

We have been very pleased that we
have been able to continue with clubs
last term and another range of clubs
will be available in the spring term.
Most of which can gain points for
Children’s University. There is also a
Christmas Children’s University
challenge that children can gain extra
points for, if they bring in a video or
some work to prove that they have
participated. I’d like to say thank you to
all my staff who go above and beyond
to provide these clubs for our children.

The car free streets scheme,
again this term has been a huge
success, with many parents and
children expressing how much
safer it feels along Hillstone
road during the ‘no vehicle’
times. Now with all the classes
returning, we expected a few
more issues with the parking,
due to the extra volume of
cars. This however has not been
the case. We are now noticing a
lot more parents and children
walking into school, where
before they would be driving.
WELL DONE!
We are however still having
cars parking on street corners
or across residents drives.
Could I please ask that you do
not obstruct any of these
areas. Can I also remind you all
that any cars still entering the
closed road areas within the
prohibited times are still liable
to a penalty notice. There are
cars that have been driving
along the road as they have not
seen myself or the children
signs on the corner. This does
not mean that the road is open.
You should still take note of
the clear road signs as to the
permitted times. Thank you all
for the support and I hope that
we see even more drivers start to
leave their cars at home and walk to
school in the new year.

Alan Morton

Phonics

Shard End Christmas

Children now in year two have
had to take a national phonics
screening tests that they missed
taking in the summer, at the end
of year. All schools have been so
worried about the learning that
children missed in the summer.
Our teachers and year 2 children
have worked so hard to catch up
thi s m is s ed learning. I n
September, the percentage of
children who passed their
screening test was 54 %. By the
time we took the official test last
week, 93% of children passed.
This is a super result!

See the attached poster about the Shard End
community Christmas. What a fantastic idea. I hope
to join in with our children by making recycled
decorations and I am happy to collect any donations
that you may have.
Finally, I want to say a huge thank you to all of my
staff who have worked unceasingly since March. I
know you are all on your knees and desperately
deserve the upcoming break.
There are two teachers days on Thursday 17th and
Friday18th December and then children return to
school on Tuesday 5th January 2021.
Thank you all for your support. I hope you all have a
happy and safe Christmas. I cannot wait for 2021!

Children’s University Links:

Get Crafty: https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/102518/family-kindness-jar/
Get Baking: https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/recipes/gingerbread-people
Get Exploring: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/01/nature-scavenger-hunts/
Relax: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wsy2L9VvX90&t=169s
Science: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZbjrYcNpPs
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