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Attendance for the last week was 95.2%.
Currently, there are 100 schools in Birmingham who have a bubble self isolating.
Car Free Streets

School Improvement Plan

The second week of the car free streets scheme
has gone equally as good as last week. We are
witnessing much more efforts to walk to school, and
this is exactly what we would like to continue to see
and encourage. There are still some drivers who are
unsure as to the restrictions. There are 2 clear
road signs at each end of Hillstone road.
During the hours of 08.15 until 08.45 and then in
the afternoon, 15.00 until 15.30, only vehicles
displaying permits, blue badge holders and
emergency vehicles will be permitted to travel along
the road. All other cars are NOT PERMITTED. Cars
that violate this could now be liable to a penalty
notice under the Experimental Traffic Regulation
Order (ETRO). We have been marshalling the roads
both in the mornings and afternoons since the start
and have been interacting with parents, children and
residents to support and educate them as to why
this scheme is running and the importance of safer
roads. We have been placing cones across the roads
as an added reminder for those who have not yet
noticed the new road signage. These will be removed
in the next few days. This DOES NOT indicate you
can drive along at any time and you must still abide
by the restricted road notice.
We will still be monitoring this.

Our School Improvement Plan for this year has been as
a direct response to the lockdown and the subsequent
closure of school. This meant for many children, they
had no school input for 6 months. Our three targets are
as follows:

Sports
You know how important it is to us at Hillstone to provide
a rich and varied curriculum. More than ever, I feel it is
important for our children to have creative and sporting
opportunities, which is great for both their mental and
physical well-being. I know many schools are not doing
trips or sporting activities at the moment, which means
that we are therefore unable to offer competitions with
other schools at present. However, your child will have
an opportunity to represent their house in intra-house
competitions. We are beginning with cross-country in a
couple of weeks time. To enable us to undertake such
activities, we risk assess to ensure all are Covid safe.
It was such a joy to take the year 1’s to the farm last
week.. Farmer John told us other schools were not visiting and yet the children remained in their bubble, travelled on our mini bus and spent a great 1/2 day outdoors
in the fresh air, learning about animals and farming.
I know that some parents have been concerned by the
risk as we return to swimming lessons but we are incredibly fortunate to have in Kate, the Covid officer for
Boldmere swimming club. Do phone and talk through your
concerns with her.

Academic - 75% of children in all classes to be at
age-expected attainment in reading, writing and maths
by July.
Behaviour and attitudes - To ensure children return to
acceptable learning behaviours and attitudes by:
Having a challenging and engaging curriculum
High expectations – made clear to all pupils
Providing support for all pupils experiencing difficulties
Creative Curriculum - We intend to provide all the
activities and opportunities that reflect our ethos, such
as trips, music, sports and clubs. In addition, new
initiatives were already in place that will provide
perfectly timed post-Covid support for our community.
Please see the School Improvement Plan on the web site
for the full details.
Governors
Welcome to Samantha Robinson, who has joined the
Governing Body Trust as a parent governor. Sam has a
daughter in year 5. Mr Kevin McCabe is our new Chair
of Governors. We are very grateful to Tracy Flood, who
has served as a Chair for many years and has agreed to
stay on to act as Vice-Chair. Each class has an ‘adopted
Governor’ which allows Governors to keep up to date
and follow the progress on one particular cohort
through school.
Parents Evening and Open days
You will appreciate that at present, we are trying to avoid
situations where large numbers of parents are having to
come into close contact with each other. We have therefore decided that instead of parents evening, we will
send out a report which will give you up to date information about your child’s attainment and progress. Mr
King is going to send out a form for you to tell us any
specific questions that you would like to ask about your
child’s progress. These questions (where possible), will
then be answered in your child’s individual report. Please
be assured that you will still have the
opportunity to make an appointment to have a telephone conversation with the class teacher, if it is required.
Similarly, we will be updating the school website with a
virtual tour and information about nursery and reception
for prospective parents. If this does not answer all your
questions please phone to arrange a meeting.
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