
Term Topic Books Ideas 

Autumn 

1 

Ancient Egypt 
history 

 Fantastically Great Women Who Made 
History: 

- Hatsheput representation: women 

 Egypt = Africa (look at the geography) 
 Pharaohs = Black  
 important women in Egypt: Hatsheput, Cleopatra, Nefertari 

 Look at the influential and inspirational ancient kingdoms and look at their leaders 

- Kingdom of Kush 

- Carthage 

- Songhai Empire 

- Mali Empire 

- Great Zimbabwe Empire 

- Ghana Empire 
https://www.history.com/news/7-influential-african-empires 

Autumn 

2 

India 

geography 

See English selection, all related to India. Link to British imperialism/empire/colonialism 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zf7fr82/revision/1 
 

Explore Gandhi’s peaceful fight to make India independent of British rule 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjkj382/articles/z4fwy9q 
 

Women and Girls in India 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/topics/c55w63pqgx4t/women-in-india 
https://www.female-rights.com/india/ 

 
Ghurka soldiers (link to Britain also and treatment of them) 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-10782099  

 
Look at the divide between the rich and the poor 
https://www.oxfam.org/en/india-extreme-inequality-numbers 

https://edition.cnn.com/interactive/2017/10/world/i-on-india-income-gap/ 
https://borgenproject.org/wealth-divide-in-india/ 
 

Ensure chn aren’t just familiar with a stereotype of India, and are aware of modern cities etc. 
Discuss and challenge preconceptions of people and places.  

Spring 1 Proud to be a Brummie 
geography and history 

 Coming to England: An Inspiring True 
Story Celebrating the Windrush (Baroness 

Look at the Windrush and how this has shaped Britain and British culture significantly, then 
narrow in on Birmingham’s culture and diversity, celebrating all elements of this.  

 

YEAR 4 
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Floella Benjamin) representation: race 

and culture 
 https://amandahemmingspoet.com/2019/0

5/25/1954/ 

Birmingham Poet Amanda Hemmings: 

Windrush 
 Benjamin Zephaniah poems and books 

representation: race and gender 

 Once upon a time in Birmingham: 

women who dared to dream (Louise 

Palfreyman) representation: women 
 

 

Eunice McGhie-Belgrave MBE (travelled from Jamaica in 1957 to Birmingham) 

An ardent campaigner, Eunice worked with young offenders following the Handsworth riots in the 
Eighties until she retired in 1999. She also worked to highlight the value of allotments and 
encouraging Afro-Caribbean women to grow their own vegetables. In 2002, she was awarded an 

MBE, and received the Queens Golden Jubilee Medal for Voluntary Service in 2004. 
 
Photographs by Vanley Burke – who arrived in Birmingham from Jamaica in 1965 - capture the 

lives and experiences of the Afro Caribbean community, along with works by historian Ras Habte 
Wold and photographer Anthony McFarlane, 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-england-birmingham-46459115 

 
Handsworth riots & more recently BLM protests 2020 

Why? What was the cause and what was/is the result? Moving forwards, what needs to happen? How 

can we be anti-racist?   
http://www.bbc.co.uk/birmingham/content/articles/2005/09/05/handsworth_riots_20years_feature.
shtml 

Birmingham Pride: What is it? When does it happen? Why is it needed? History of pride. 
https://birminghampride.com/ 
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/about-us/news/stonewall-uprising-50-years-lgbt-history 

https://www.them.us/story/the-complete-history-of-pride 

Spring 2 We Are Geologists 

science 
rocks, soil and fossils 

 Stone Girl Bone Girl (Laurence Anholt) 

 Fantastically Great Women who Changed 
the World - Mary Anning  

Look at women in science (some ideas below): 

 Katia Krafft  
 Mary Anning 
 Marie Tharp 

Summer 

1 

Light and Sound  Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers 
Who Changed the World  

 Big Cat book on Grace Darling (Anita 

Ganeri) representation: women 

 

Summer 

2 

Endangered Animals 
science 

 climate change: 
https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/effects-of-climate-change 
https://www.worldwildlife.org/magazine/issues/fall-2015/articles/animals-affected-by-climate-change 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/learn/effects-of/climate-change  
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