
Hillstone Primary School Progression Map 

Art and Design 
Nursery 

Generating ideas Drawing Painting Printing 3D 

Learning about 
significant people, 

artwork and 
movements 

Evaluating 

Think and talk about 
what they want to 
make. 

Start to make marks 
with a variety of 
different mediums.  

Explore paint, using 
fingers and other 
body parts.  

Print using different 
parts of the body. 

Manipulate and play 
with varied 
materials.  

Enjoy looking at 
artwork.  
  

Talk about what 
they like or dislike 
with sentence stems 
and/or forced 
alternatives.  

Share their ideas 
with friends in play.  

Explore ideas and 
feelings through 
making marks and 
sometimes give 
meaning to the 
marks they make. 
 

Explore paints using 
a variety of large 
tools including 
paintbrushes, sticks, 
rollers, etc.  

Make impressions in 
smooth, damp sand, 
mud or clay, using 
any natural or found 
materials. 

 

Make simple models 
which express ideas.  

Say if they like or 
dislike a piece of 
artwork. 

 

 Create closed shapes 
with continuous lines 
and begin to use 
these shapes to 
represent objects. 
 

Explore colour and 
colour mixing. 
 

 Join different 
materials and 
explore different 
textures. 
 

  

 Draw some detail 
such as representing 
a face with a circle 
and two dots.   
 

Experiment with 
masking (covering) 
part of a surface.  
 

    

 


