
Parent Information Session 
Wednesday 10th April 2024

Hillstone Primary School



Grace Cousens

Associate Director of Access & Participation at King Edward VI Foundation

Jeni Butler

Head of Growth & Participation at King Edward VI Foundation

Nadia Joseph

School Partnerships Officer at King Edward VI Foundation

Sophie Lester

Head of Art and Foundation Lead in Education at King Edward VI 
Handsworth School for Girls

Amy Hannah

Communications Manager at King Edward VI Foundation

Introductions



Who we are, our mission and values

King Edward VI Foundation

• 14 secondary schools across Birmingham

• 2 Independent, 6 Grammar, 6 Comprehensive

• Represent the multi-cultural and diverse population of the City

• Our mission is to ensure all children, no matter their background 
can access our schools



Admissions policy

1. Looked After Children / Previously Looked After Children who achieve the 
qualifying score. Applicants in this category will be ranked by test score and then by 
distance from the school.

2. Children attracting the Pupil Premium who achieve the qualifying score and live 
within the school catchment area. Applicants in this category will be ranked by 
distance from the school.

3. If fewer than XX places (25% of the PAN) are filled by applicants in category 2, 
offers will be made to children attracting the Pupil Premium who achieve the 
qualifying score and live outside the catchment area, until a total of XX children 
attracting the Pupil Premium have been offered. If XX or more places are filled by 
applicants in category 2, there will be no offers made from this category. Applicants 
in this category will be ranked by test score. Where scores are equal, priority will be 
given to those with a sibling at the school; then by distance from the school.

4. Applicants who achieve the priority score and live within the school catchment area. 
Applicants in this category will be given priority if they have an older sibling at the 
school; then ranked by distance from the school.

5. Applicants achieving the qualifying score. Applicants in this category will be ranked 
by test score. Where scores are equal, priority will be given to those with a sibling at 
the school; then ranked by distance from the school.

Grammar School selection process



Catchment area maps



Catchment area maps



Question: “Why does the Foundation prioritise 
children eligible for the Pupil Premium?"

• Nationally, children from the lowest income homes do not perform as well in school as 
other children. This is not because they are less able; it is because they are 
disadvantaged and there are fewer opportunities available to them.

• The government uses Pupil Premium to determine which children are from the lowest 
income families. We are bound to use this same criteria.

• Across the country, this means that able children from the lowest income homes do 
not often get the chance to go to a grammar school.

• Our mission is to provide equal educational opportunities to children regardless of 
background. Our qualifying score helps ensure fair access to grammar schools for the 
most able pupils from the lowest income homes.

• Regardless of whether your child is eligible for Pupil Premium, the number of places 
available means that able pupils from all backgrounds have a fair chance of gaining 
entry to our grammar schools.



Question: “What is the test scored out of?”

• The scores for each section are standardised to take into account differences in age, 

meaning younger children are not disadvantaged compared to children in the same 

cohort who could be almost a year older. 

• You will receive your child’s total standardised score and providing they achieve the 

Qualifying Score (which is set prior to the entrance test and has been 205 in previous 

years) will be eligible to apply and be considered for places at the grammar schools. 

• Only the total standardised score is used when considering applications and therefore we do 

not provide raw scores and the test provider does not permit us to publish information 

relating to the number of questions in the test or the highest achievable score. 

• Many children are anxious about sitting tests - you can help by not putting pressure on 

your child and encouraging them to simply do their best.



Top tips

• Register for the Entrance Test on time

• Check the admissions policy for each school that you are interested 

in

• Once you know if your child has achieved the qualifying score, 

apply on time

• Think about transport arrangements

• Use the familiarisation questions available online 

at https://11plus.gl-assessment.co.uk/free-materials/.

https://11plus.gl-assessment.co.uk/free-materials/


Children take two separate papers over the course of the day, with both papers 
including a range of questions involving English, Maths, Verbal Reasoning and 

Non-Verbal Reasoning.

Familiarisation –What does the test look 
like?



Familiarisation –What does the test look 
like?



• We want all children, irrespective of their background, to feel as prepared as 
possible for the Entrance Test.

• When you register for the test, if you tick the box to indicate that your child qualifies 
for the Pupil Premium, you will automatically receive login details to give you access 
to the Atom Home platform, where your child can practise.

• However, if your child qualifies for Pupil Premium, you do not need to wait until you 
have registered for the test before accessing this familiarisation content.

• Please talk to a member of our team after the session to find out more.

Support for children eligible for the Pupil 
Premium



Dates for your diary



Common misconceptions about the King 
Edward VI Foundation



Common misconceptions

“All of our schools require parents to 
pay fees”



Common misconceptions

“The King Edward VI Foundation is 
elitist”



Common misconceptions

“You have to pass an entrance test to 
attend any of the Foundation 

schools”



Common misconceptions

“You need to be coached or tutored 
to pass the entrance test”



Common misconceptions

“Foundation schools only care about 
exam results”



Common misconceptions

“You must live in the catchment area 
of a Foundation school to go there”



What is it like to be a student at a 
King Edward VI school?



Tips for Starting Secondary School



What about 
extra-curricular life?



What support does the King Edward VI 
Foundation provide forYear 6s in 

advance of starting Year 7?



Please contact the Access and Participation Team if you have any 
questions following today's session:

Amy Hannah: amy.hannah@kevibham.org

Nadia Joseph: nadia.joseph@kevibham.org

mailto:amy.hannah@kevibham.org
mailto:nadia.joseph@kevibham.org


An opportunity for questions with 
any member of the team...


